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GOSPEL DAY by Chloe James 7S 
  
On Friday 25th April, the Cha Cha Ch, Mrs Parry-Jones and Mr Grafton trekked through the muddy 
woods towards Wellington College. We were going for a Gospel Day in the Chapel, with lots of other 
Prep schools. After putting our packed lunches in the Old Gym, we went over to the Chapel. Eagle 
House sat at the very back, so some of us found it difficult to see our conductor, Pete Churchill. We 
were told not to think about what the words were, but to copy how he said them. In gospel music, the 
way that you say the words are just as important as what they actually mean. At first we had to say all 
the words back to him in an accent, and then Pete added some backing music and we were taught the 
tunes to three songs: 
OPERATOR 
TAKING IT TO THE STREETS (the Doobie Brothers apparently, something which the older members 
of the audience might recognise, along with something called vinyl) 
And A CHANGE IS GOING TO COME 
            It took us ages to get each song right… because we had no sheet music and it was a style that we 
weren’t used to singing. 
  
When the road gets rocky, lord, you got to keep on…. 
  
The first song we sang was A Change Is Going To Come. That one was my favourite because Pete’s 
voice sounded really good with our BVs (backing vocals). When we added movement to it, it looked 
really strange, because the other side of the Chapel were surging backwards and forwards with the mu-
sic. Some took it a little less seriously than others… jiggling around like they were standing on some-
thing very hot. That song took us the longest time to get right, and some parts were quite difficult to un-
derstand. 
  
Taking it to the streets!!! 
  
This song was really good fun to do because there was lots of contrast between quiet and loud; we also 
did hand clapping. We also did some harmony in this song, and it sounded really good (even if I do say 
so myself). The thing about gospel music is that it starts up again when you think it’s finished, there’s a 
sort of delayed end, or reprieve, and in the concert that we did I think that surprised some parents! 
This bit of the review should have finished with the last sentence, but I’m reprieving it, in a sort of gos-
pel way. 
  
Operator… Information… get me Jesus on the line… 
  
This was probably the song that got stuck in your head for the longest amount of time. Eagle House 
ended up with the most interesting part in the harmony… we only sang one note! It sounds easy... but 
most of us spent quite a while deciding which note we were actually meant to sing. 
  
The Concert 
  
After tea (sausages and chips with jam donuts for pudding) we had the concert. We had been preparing 
since half past nine that morning and we all felt worn out. The parents and teachers came flooding in 
soon enough and Dr Seldon gave a speech before we began pointing out the memorial by Lutyens, and 
welcoming us all to this historic place. We started with a lot of energy and at the end of our first two 
songs (Operator and Taking It To The Streets) Pete decided to try teaching the parents a new song. He 
said they didn’t sound very good, but I thought they sounded fine. Then we finished with the favourite, 
A Change Is Going To Come. It was the best one we sang and many adults looked amazed at the quality 
of delivery. 
            We all went home after having a very different experience of music, and I now think that gospel 
music is a very fun way of singing. I would certainly like to explore it more. 
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The sun shone…and it was good!  Well, that exeat was well worth every moment if it has heralded the 
dawn of summer!  We decided that having seen weather forecasts for the coming week that this 
Wednesday would be our first BBQ evening, tempting and fate spring to mind!  However, our luck held 
and BOOM what an evening we’ve had!  There was tennis, croquet, frisbee and still some wanted 
cricket nets…willow junkies!  It’s time like these that make everyone look back at winter and say that it 
was worth the wait. 
 
 
Despite the relaxed mid-week break, we are 
running hard at the half term break with a 
real focus on pre assessment-week prepara-
tion.  Our Year 8 CE candidates are leading 
the way and setting the example to others, 
well done on that front!  Next week we are 
planning a fortnight of study sessions tar-
geting specific subjects.   
 

Based upon the clinic system, we are going to 
offer support in key subjects to all boarders…
let’s hit the books!  Can I thank the staff who 
have offered to come in specifically to offer 
these sessions in advance! 
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